- HIER GIBT ES SCHON AUSGEFALLENE DINGE. DIE KOJE, IN DER WINSTON
- CHURCHILL AN BORD OFT SCHLIEF, ALS ER NOCH, ALS MARINEMINISTER,
MIT SCHIFFEN ZU TUN HATTE. ODER DER BARHOCKER, AUF DEM SICH
ERNEST HEMINGWAY IN EINER HAFENBAR DEN HINTERN PLATT GESES-
SEN HAT. IST IHNEN ZU BANAL? WIR WARE ES DANN MIT EINEM WIRK-
LICH SELTENEN 5360-GRAD-VOLLWINKEL-LIBELLENSEXTANTEN VON
EINEM DEUTSCHEN U-BOOT? ODER SOLL ES DOCH DIE. SCHWERE,
GUT VIER METER LANGE ORIGINALPINNE AUS MASSIVEM
MAHAGONI SEIN, VON EINER DER LEGENDAREN
AMERICA’S-CUP-RENNYACHTEN DES ENGLISCHEN
TEEKONIGS SIR THOMAS LIPTON?

ll dies und noch an die bunderttansend
nautische Objekre mehr gab oder gibe e
im »Fartygumagasinet«, cinem Teadi-
tionsladen in Gumds Stam, der Altscadt
von Stockholm, gelegen suf ciner von je-
oen 14 Inseln, auf denen die Stade gebaur
ist. Nur wenige Schritte vom kéniglichen Schioss enefernt,
in der Osterlinggatan 19, betreibe Freddy Braun seit rund 40
Jahten diesen wunderbaren Laden. der wie eine Schatzhahle
ist fir jeden, der maritimes Ambicnte und nautische Raciti
ten licbe. Maschinentelegrafen und Sextanten, Gemilde und
Modelle, Schikel und Wantenspanncr, gebrauchre Seckarven
und Literatur, Kompasse und Steuerrides, Lampen wnd Ori
ginalmobel aus Schiffkabinen wod was nichs sonse noch alfew
¢in wunderbares Durcheinander von originalen Gebrauchs-
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EIN SCHWEIZER IN SCHWEDEN. Wic kommt es

Lebenslauf wie ein Roman, der hinter die-

ichen Geschift stehe. Und, natiiclich, eine
orige Portion Abenteuerlust. »In der Schweiz war es mir
erklirt er, »dacum wollte ich schon als Junge
Als Matrose erlebee er noch die ausgehende
vechren Seefahrt« mit, bevor der Container[ransport
Wir fuhren Stiickgut in der Trampfahre, of

ge- oder wochenlang in exotischen Hifen, wir ha
; ¥
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dann wieder nach Kanada. Mein zweites Schify : [i:i;o ung
fer aus Panama, damit bereisten wir vor allen . Hr!lcﬁ?aT 3
ten Afrikas ...« So idyllisch, wie das klingt, .. Tt m:u]\]ll;

atijilig

niche: In Chile wollte er abmustern, gemeinsam mig
Freund Giinther, aber der Kapitin wollte sje B "Ch;tmlcm
sen, weil er dort keinen Ersatz gefunden hiree — e jch“? -
er die beiden bei der ortlichen Polizei Arzte

an und lief gje ;
schellen, zuriick an Bord bringen. B

In Triest allerdings dann gingen die beidey endlich 4
Land, das war Anfang der 1960er-Jahre. »Wir hatten einfach
die Idee, mal ein halbes Jahr Urlaub zu machen, Vielleiche
nach Portugal zu fahren, nette Menschen zu treffen ., Als,
besorgten wir uns einen 2CV und fuhren damit los!« In My
seille allerdings nahm die Reise cine unerwartete Wendung
Und zwar in einer Hafenbar, wo auch sonst: »Dort trafen wir
zwei Norweger, die waren um die Welt gesegelt und nun e
was miide, sie wollten unbedingr schnell zuriick nach Hause,
So ergab es sich, dass wir deren Boot kauften, einen schénen
Colin-Archer-Kutter.« Das geschah ganz spontan, ohne Plan
und Gespartes, sie verkauften einfach ihre »Ente« und zogen
an Bord.

Zunichst segelten sie nach Tanger, wo sie sich schr billig
verproviantierten. Dann wollten sie zu den Kanaren, um dort
Touristen umherzuschippern und Geld zu verdienen, lieBen
diese Idee aus verschiedenen Griinden dann aber wieder fak

len: »Uns zog es nach Norden, nach Skandinavien, da waren

wir beide noch nie gewesen!« Die vage Idee war es, vielleiche
cinen Sommer dort zu verbringen, dann das Boot zu verkaufen
und wicder zur Sce zu gehen. Aber bekannelich komme es ja
immer anders ...

»DER WINTER ERWISCHTE UNS IM ORESUND«,
berichtet Freddy schmunzelnd. »Alles war zugefroren, cin
wirklich harter Winter, aber wir brachten das Boot an Land
und iiberholten es mithilfe eines dinischen Bootsbauers, der
nur von Elephant-Bier lebte. Sowie das Eis weg war, fuhren wir
an der schwedischen Kiiste entlang und ernihrten uns haupe-
sichlich vom selbst gefischten Dorsch.« So ging es uber Oland
und Gotland nach Norden: »Immer nur mit einer Ubersiches-
karte, wann immer wir uns Land niherten, dann schén lang-
sam, einer stand vorn mit einem Bootshaken parat, wegen der
vielen Unterwasserfelsen, aber wir hatten ja auch ein robustes
Schiff! An Mitcsommer kamen wir nach Stockholm, und wir
wussten ja niche einmal, dass es so etwas gibt, Mittsommer.
Die Stadt war im Prinzip leer. Wo waren die ganzen Leute?«

Am Strandvigen, damals eine der HauprstraBen der Stadr,
machten sie an einem anderen Boor lingsseits fest. »Es war
niemand an Bord, wir lugten durch die Kajiicfenster hinein
in einen schon wohnlich umgebauten Laderaum. Es gab cine
Bar, cinc kleine Pantry, sogar cinen Kamin und all das — da
bekamen wir eine neue Idee: Solch ein Boot wollten wir haben,
da wiirden wir ja richtig gut drauf leben kénnen! In unserem
jugendlichen Uberschwang beschlossen wir: Dieses Boot und
kein anderes wiirden wir kaufen!« Sie wussten weder, ob es
iiberhaupt zu verkaufen war, noch, was es kosten wiirde. Aber
dass sie es haben wollten, das wussten sie, nur sie sollte es sein:
die Alma. Und annoncierten daher gleich mal ihr cigenes Boot

in einer Tageszeirung zum Verkauf. »Schon wenige Tage spi-
ter kam ein Flugkapirin mit seinem Sohn, dic beiden wollten
nach Westindien segeln. und zwar genan mit cinem Boot wic
unserem. Es war genau das, was sic gesuche harten, die machten
nicht cinmal cine Probefahre. sic kaufren es dort an der Pier!«
Mic cin paar schmurzigen Klamotten, relativ viel Geld in
der Tasche und ciner fizen Idee im Kopf standen dic beiden
ploezlich wieder an Land. In Stockholm. Wohin jetze? »Erwas
weiter lag cin altes finnisches Frachtschiff an der Pier, da leb-
ten vier Franzosen drauf. Die kellncreen in Stockholm, Woh-
nungen an Land waren damals Mangelware. Da waren wir
willkommen und durften doct wohnen. und weil die vier keine
Ahnung von Booten hatten, fuhren wir mit ihnen dann auch
raus, es war das erste Mal. dass sie ihr Schiff iberhaupe bewege
hatten!« Die Idee, die Afma zu kaufen, hicle die zwei gestran-
deten Secleute in Stockhoim. »Dann kamen wir wesichlich
in Kontake mit dem Besiczer, der war Verkaufschef einer gro-
Beren Firma und vicl unterwegs. Er hatte das Boot umbauen
lassen fiir die eigene Familie, aber auch. um mit Kunden hi-
nauszufahren. Der wollte nicht verkaufen, hatse aber selbse
viel zu wenig Zeit fir so cin Holzschiff. Diese ganze Arbeic!
Also bot er uns an, dass wir an Bord wohnen durften.
wir thm mit der Arbeit am Schiff helfen. Nun, es war Sommer,
es gab vicle nette Madchen in der Seadr. alles war schén.
sagren wir uns: Das machen wir mal fir cine
DIE NACHSTE UBERRASCHUNG
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KEIN WUNDER, DASS ES DEN BEIDEN IN SCHWE-
DEN SO ALLMAHLICH GANZ GUT GEFIEL. »Damals
en i offen fiir Leute, die hier was machen wollten,
gab cinen Mangel an Arbeicskraft.« Einen Winter heuerten
cinmal auf cinem luxuriosen schwedischen Kreuz-
iff in der Karibik an, dann gingen sie zuriick: »Wir
ten doch immer noch schauen, ob wir nicht ein Schiff wie
kauten kinneen, Und unterdessen stand sie doch eat-

elbst zum Verkauf«

nig spater zogen sic an Bord ¢in, und so wurde Schwe-
Heimat, fiir beide. Freddy hatte damals
chon begonnen, aus privatem Interesse und ganz nebenbei,
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zeugr, dass ich alles, was fiir die ein Problem is;
die Einrichtungen, entferne. Gratis habe ich e
men, aber die waren froh, dass ich sie davon bef, :
wollcen ja nur den Stahl. Und an den Orten, vy,
saflen, gab es immer Leute, die alles verwerten, bis
Schraube, alles hat einen gewissen Were, Mi, G e,
meist folgenden Deal gemache: Alles ist mic MCSSing Verbol;h
und verschraube, Bullaugen, Tiiren und so weiter, Eych ehzl:
ren alle Schrauben, Bolzen, Muttern. Aber ihy it hgol:
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immerhin sechs, acht, zehn Fisser voll mit reinem Messj
ing,
Und ich bekam dafiir alles demontierr.« 5

Unterdessen musste Freddy an Land ein cres Lager
suchen. »Es war unglaublich wichtig, die Ware sofort hinger
Schloss und Riegel zu bekommen. Wenn ein Schiff verschrop.
tet wird, verlieren die Leute den Respeke davor, was davon
wem gehore. Also hiefl es fiir mich immer: Raus mit dem Zeug,
an Land gebracht, und schnell die Tiir zu!« Einma| wire er
fast auf die Nase gefallen. »Es war ein Kiihlschiff mit wun-
derschéner, massiver Eichenverkleidung unter Deck, die wollre
ich haben. Was ich aber nicht wusste: Hinter der Verkleidung
war das Schiff mit Naturkork isoliert, das war fest vergossen
mit dem Rumpf. Den Kork hitten wir fast nicht entfernen
konnen, aber es war Teil der Vereinbarung: bis auf das blanke
Metall. Das hat gedauert, ich musste cine Strafe an die Werft
zahlen. Aber dann hatte ich Gliick. In Norditalien fand ich
cine Firma, die mir den Kork abkaufte, es waren immerhin
aweicinhalb Eisenbahnwaggons voll. Die haben es pulverisicrt
und neue Produkee da; 1t, und ich konnte sogar noch
cinen kleinen

s im Erdgeschoss
hstens staubi-

anderen nur Tejfe der Ein. und s

maritimen Gemlde

of just afew of bis many mriting

Freddy Braun und ¢inige seis
Fredddy Brau.
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II this and nearly one hundred thousand
more nautical ancCU were Or are present
in the »Fartygsmagasinet«, @ traditional
shop on Gamla Stan, Stockholm’s Old
Town, located on one of those 14 islands
on which the city is builc. Just a few steps
away from the Royal Castle, in the Osrcllinggaran 19, Freddy
Braun has

or the past 40 years, been running this wonderful
shop that s like an Aladdin’s cave for anyone who loves mari-
time atmosphere and nautical curiosities. Engine telegraphs
ind sextants, paintings and models, shackles and turnbuck-
les, used chares and literature, compasses and steering wheels,
lamps and original furnicure from ship’s cabins and what not
else: a wonderful jumble of original consumer icems and deco-
rative pieces, cach of which hasa unique and individual history
to tell.

And this is only 2 small portion of the whole collecrion
uJ‘mh‘ for the most part, is locaced 2 few kilometres ourside,
of Stockholm. Around 100,000 of so objects are all stored
there in a hall of 900 square metres and on two floorss cole

lecrib intj
cti paintings. They are sold all oy,

oles, rarities, F:Jrnuhings

the world, to the most varied customers. »I have equipped
complece hotels and offices,« says Freddy. »Currently some
paintings and other arcefacts have been lent to a museum, res-
taurants are being beautified with this maritime flair as are
private houses. Even film companies approach me for props
thac they cannot find anywhere else. Even some new built ships
were ficted with original pares that were salvaged by me so they
at least have a hine of the beautiful scyle of yesteryear!« In this
context he fondly remembers a Swedish family-owned ship-
ping company that was building new ferries. The shipbuilders
sat together with Freddy in his office to discuss the possible
outfitting of the salon; also present was an old lady. After the
engineers repeatedly came up with new reasons why they could
not install old parts of eaclier ships she tapped the table once
to get the atcention of everyone. Then she spoke quite softly
bur very clearly: »1 believe that if you want this, then it can

ecovered years carlier from other ships:
, A SWISS NATIVE, IN SWEDEN
ut? The course of his life reads like 2

asesseiane

novel. And, of course, a healthy portion of adventure also goes
with it. »Switzerland always seemed too small for me, even as
a boy,« he explains, »so I always wanted to go to sea.« As a
deckhand he experienced the last stages of the outgoing era
of »real seafaring«, before the switch to container transport
changed everything. »We transported general cargo in tramp
steamers, we often were anchored for days or even weeks in ex-
otic ports, we saw every corner of the world. My first ship sailed
under the Swiss flag, we brought bauxite from South America
to Canada, up the St. Lawrence River, from port to port, then
back to Trinidad and Tobago and then back to Canada. My
second ship was a steamer from Panama, so we travelled mainly
along the coasts of Africa ...« It wasn't, of course, all as idyllic
as this sounds: in Chile he wanted to sign off, together with
his friend Giinther, but the captain did not want to let them go
because he couldn’t find replacements there ~ so he told a nascy
tale about them to the local police and had them delivered on
board, handcuffed.

In Trieste, however, the two finally managed to leave the
ship, that was in the carly 1960s. »We simply had the idea to
take a half year vacation. Perhaps to drive to Portugal to meet
some nice people ... So we bought a 2CV and drove offin it!«
However, in Marseille, the journey took an unexpected turn.
In, where else, a waterfront bar: »There we met two Norwe-
gians who had sailed around the world and were now a litcle
tired, they were eager to return home quickly. So it came about
that we boughe their boat, a nice Colin Archer cutter.« This
happened quite spontancously, without a plan or savings, they
simply sold their lictle Cicroén and went on board.

First they sailed to Tangiers, where they could provision
cheaply. Then they wanted to g0 to the Canary Islands to do
some charter work with tourists and to make some money. but
for various reasons they decided to abandon this plan quickly:
»We were drawn north, to Scandinavia, where neither of us
had ever been!« This was the vague idea, perhaps to spend a
summer there, then to sell the boat and to go back to sea. But
as usual, things always turn our differently ...

»THE WINTER OVERTOOK US WHILE WE WERE
IN THE ORESUND,« Freddy says with a grin. »Everything
was frozen, a really rough winter, but we brought the boat
ashore and overhauled her wich che help of a Danish boat
builder who lived on Elephant Beer alone. As soon as the ice
Was gone, we went on to the Swedish coast and survived mainly
from the self-caught cod. And so we travelled further narth-
wards to Oland and Godand. Always only with an overview
map so whenever we came close to shore we went nice and slow,
with one of us standing ready in the bow with a boat hook,
because of the many underwater rocks, but we also had a very
robust ship! We arrived in Stockholm during the midsummer,
before that we had not even heard of such a thing, midsummer2
The city was basically empry. Where were all the peoplez«

They moored their boat alongside another vessel on
Strandvigen, then one of the main streets of the city. »There
was no one on board, we peeped through the windows of the
cabin into a nice, cosy converted cargo space. There was a bar,
a small pantry, even a fireplace and things like that - and in
that instant we got a new idea: we wanted such a vessel. On a
vessel like thar we would be able to live! In our youthful exu-




\nd no other would be the ingwas only suppl:)scd to takcj two to three weeks, by, o

ve tf .WU’ l.]m.- ifit was even for sale,  bad summer, it rfuncd and rained, they could not fify, and““

d 10t ,\,h { 1o have her, that they  we came into this company of actors, we sat belon, 5 50

' - .\ ‘i‘\‘:‘ 25 to be the one: the  waited for che sun and became the centre Ofﬂtfkuriu,m !’,v;:d,

i ll‘l'r[.cd their own boat for  day we learned ten good Swedish words and ten by q Ones, A :

A i 50 me 2 \1 Jater, an aidline piloc  many Swedish peculiarities as wellt« nd
»A few days later, an

o ‘\.N,;w:ri r’u sail to che West Indies NO WONDER THAT THE TwWo oF THEM GRADU.

ALLY CAME TO LIKE SWEDEN., »A; (.
was open to people who wanted to do somethin

It was exactly what they were

time Swede,
nd there at the dock!« 8 there Was 4

iie a lot of money in their  shortage of manpower.« One winter they both g;

quite

oned op toa
d then the,
to see if

hile she was

fea in their minds, the two were suddenly  luxurious Swedish cruise ship in the Caribbean, 4,

m. Where to now? »A lictle fur-

ol came back again, »We were still always looking

could not buy a ship like the A/ma. And meanw
indeed up for sale!«

Soon afterwards they stepped aboard and s Sweden be.
came the new home for both of them. Back then incidencally,
and out of private interest, Freddy had already started o cci—
lect maritime objects. »I saw the era of the truly beautifyl
ships disappearing«, he says. »So I began to collect seriously.
Built up concacts with shipping companies and ship recycling
facilities, kept my eyes targered on particular ships and con-
vinced wreckers to bid for ships if they had just been sold o
flags of convenience,« In this way he builc up an extensive net-
work, wich shipyards in Ireland, but also Iraly and elsewhere

and 50 over the years he cannibalized as many as 30 vessels and
A tof nifc purchased parcs of the inventory of interiors and equipment of
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And once again, this was an adventure! »The wreckers
then made an offer for the ship and I managed co convince
them thar | would remoy, - everything that was a problem for

ME AFTER A ppy

asked uy if we wanted to join

tlevision!« A friend of
| ! of his ha - A
“red his schooner tq the Ty company, but here b s | e
- s ¢ there wag 5 g ly interested
; m people as they were only i
Would come with crew, bug ch - “Amm ‘h“'he

shipyards you could always

And I Alma came g, down to the very last
\rid it was glg qr
B 1UiEe & good degl »We Bot 150 ¢ f pcopm o
i b T Crow g s almoge ¢ ateached with brass
Wit Frane, and 1 oy 3 »
P it off ” rhc
bast hoge N towy, [ Wi e bo.'d o - They 4

s the land of Plenty for gy emove them them

u.,,,“v"

fewer than six, eight or even ten barrels of pure brass. And I got
everything dismantled. «

Meanwhile Freddy had to find a secure warehouse some-
where ashore. »It was vital to get the goods immediately be-
hind lock and key. When a ship is scrapped, people lose respect
for it, for what belongs to whom. So for me it was always: get
the stuff ashore and quickly lock the door, « Once, however,
the deal nearly backfired. » I was 2 refrigerator ship with beau-
tiful, solid oak panelling which I really wanted. Wha I did
not know was that behind che pancls, the ship was insulaced
with cork, which was firmly atcached to the hull. We couldn’c
really remove the cork, but it was pare of the agreement with
the shipyard: down to the bare meral, Thac took quite a while
and I had to pay a penaley. But then 1 gor lucky. In northern
Iealy, I found a company chat bought the cork from me. There
were at least two and a half railway wagons full! They then
pulverized it and made new products from ic and I was even
able to jot down a small profic!«

So his warchouse slowly filled, but he also had to sell cthe
goods. »There were many offices on the ground floor in prime
locations in the cicy, which at the most had dusty and dried
plants in the windows. I asked them if I could not decorate
their windows, witch a stecring wheel or a binnacle or some-
thing, together wich a notice saying where you can call, For
this, I also cleaned the windows and from time to time came
by with a cake ~ they thought it was great! At the time [ had
five such places in Stockholm. That went well, But often the
people failed to keep to che specified time, and sometimes the
people didn’t come to the appointment at all, and so
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IN HIS MAIN BUSINESS IN STOCKHOLM CELEB.
RITIES AND ROYALS STILL COME FROM TIME TO
I do not like to

TIME TO BUY THINGS, but Freddy say
tantly tells just one

advertise chat fact too much.« He reluc
umusing anecdote; about how an admittedly very nice marine
ishly decorated porcelain basin

toilet from England, with a sty
was purchased from him — for the toilet collection of Prince

Charles. This is not a joke! »Some collectors surround them-
selves with the craziest things,« Freddy adds succinecly.
Otherwise, he is less raciturn, He knows the stories of most o ; A
of the ships he has cannibalized, the stories of most items in = 5 ’ : . | A
his escablishment. And he loves to tell chem, They wouldn’t fill ‘ : : 7
one but several books. He also knows where his objects go to.
Take, for example, two giant searchlights of che British Navy.
One of them is now installed in che park-like garden of a villa
ornia and lights up the Property. Another was rebuilt
pe————
should be used i his house, So th 2;’:;1 i mahogmy g
spotlight and only the Iasl : : I :
tion of the misﬂPPrﬂPriii(;r:_ een gives any externa] indica-




